
The following is a summary of the March 19, 2018, Combined Conference and Regular Meeting 
and Public Meeting to Adopt the Tentative Budget of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education: 
 
Report of the Student Representatives 
 
James Pitingolo reported on the following: 
 
• Governor Livingston student-athletes have already entered the Spring season after an end to a 

competitive Winter season. 
 
• Swimmers from both the Boys and Girls teams competed at the New Jersey Meet of 

Champions.  Seniors Ellis Sartorio and Duytam Vu, along with sophomores Chris Rampaul-
Pino and David Martinez, reached the finals in the 200 medley relay, placing fifth in their 
heat and twenty-first overall.  Sartorio and Martinez also competed in individual events. The 
Girls 200 medley relay team, comprised of junior Bailey Gold, freshman Rachel Heeren, and 
seniors Nicole Biegel and Sarah Montagna, made it to the B final, placing 13th overall.  
Heeren and Montagna, along with senior Sarah Polizzi and freshman Ashley Chang, placed 
16th in the 200 freestyle relay. Montagna, Heeren, Gold, and senior Aidan Donahue also 
made it the B final, placing 16th in the 400 freestyle relay.  Montagna, Gold, and Heeren all 
competed in individual events, with Gold and Heeren reaching the finals.  

 
• At the New Jersey Meet of Champions for Indoor Track, senior Lauren Saifi placed fourth in 

the pole vault, and sophomore Victoria Vanriele repeated as State Champion in the 800 meter 
run, setting a meet record with a time of 2:08.81 – the second best time in the nation this 
year. Victoria also placed third in the 800 meter final at New Balance Indoor Track Nationals 
last week, and third in the Emerging Elite one mile run. 

 
• The Highlander Boys Basketball team had an exciting win over Middletown North in the first 

round of the State Tournament, only to fall to Chatham on a buzzer-beater in the second 
round.  

 
• Senior Quinn Haddad of the Governor Livingston Wrestling team won the Region Four 

Championship in the 170-pound weight class, just the 12th GL wrestler to ever win a Region 
title.  Quinn finished his final season by reaching the Pre-Quarterfinals round in the New 
Jersey State Championships. 

 
• Spring sports teams have held tryouts and have begun practicing.  The Highlander Baseball 

team will be travelling to Myrtle Beach next week on a training trip, and other sports teams 
will continue to practice through the Spring break.  As the spring season kicks off, GL 
athletes are ready to put their training to the test and have a great season.  
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Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 
 
Mikayla Sanchez reported on the following: 
 
• Through the snow days and various breaks, Governor Livingston students have continued to 

show their support for numerous organizations and activities.  
 
• Clubs such as Mock Trial, Photography, and Retro Gaming have continued to meet 

consistently over the last few weeks. 
 
• The Teen Arts Festival took place last week and a large group of students represented our 

school during this event at Union County College. 
 
• Governor Livingston placed 18th in the Science Olympiad State Tournament last week.  

Medals were awarded to Lorenzo Pagdanganan and Arice Chang for placing 6th in 
Astronomy, Elizabeth Mishkevich and Ann Xu for placing 6th in Hovercraft, and Angela 
Bonetti and Jimmy Pitingolo for placing 3rd in Chemistry Lab.  

 
• GL’s Link Crew program has just wrapped up interviews for next year’s participants and 

potential leaders are excited to find out their roles during Freshmen Orientation in August. 
 
• Also, the Governor Livingston Spring Musical production, Peter Pan, has been pushed back 

to April 5th through 8th.  In the meantime, the Hilltop Players will continue to rehearse for 
the show and perfect their flying routines. 

 
• GLHS Yearbook and Newspaper staff members had the privilege of attending a convention 

sponsored by the Columbia Scholastic Press Association at Columbia University.  Students 
attended many workshops that focused on media coverage, layouts, and informative writing.  
The Claymore and Highlander staff also attended an emotional presentation by journalism 
students and advisors from Parkland, Florida.  The students from Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School discussed the necessity of covering all aspects of the news and conducting 
meaningful interviews through difficult times.  The presentation sparked emotion on stage as 
well as in the audience. 

 
• Over 100 Governor Livingston students participated in the nation-wide Walkout protest last 

week.  Speeches regarding the purpose of the Walkout were read and a moment of silence 
was dedicated to the students who have lost their lives as a result of gun violence.  GL’s 
administrators did an excellent job of supporting the students in their decision to partake in 
this protest and to keep them safe while doing so.   

 
• Overall, GL students are determined to leave a lasting impact on the school and community, 

and everyone seems to be over the snow and ready for spring!  
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Superintendent’s Report 
 
In her Mission Moment address, Mrs. Judith Rattner, Superintendent of Schools, provided the 
following message: 
 
“The students who attend the Berkeley Heights Public Schools have always impressed me.  They 
are thoughtful and kind.  They go out of their way to help others through their community 
service. 
 
“I have been in education for over 35 years and can honestly say that I think I am most 
impressed by the way our students handled the School Safety/Security Event on March 14th and 
the way they continue to focus their energies to make a positive change in our schools.  I had the 
opportunity to work with students at both the middle and high school.  They listened carefully to 
the administration’s concerns about their safety on March 14th.  They understood that we wanted 
to support them in their quest to have their voices heard, but at the same time we also had to be 
concerned about educating the students who opted out of participating in the event. 
 
“Our students are working together to make sure that their letter-writing campaign is taken 
seriously.  They are also working together to find more ways to help all students feel included, 
and they are working together to offer suggestions and solutions to state legislators.  State 
Senator Tom Kean will be coming to Berkeley Heights on April 6th to meet with student 
representatives to hear their concerns and also some of their suggestions.” 
****************************************************************************** 
 
• The American Association of School Administrators, New Jersey Association of School 

Administrators, and New Jersey Principals and Supervisors Association recently held their 
Women in Leadership Conference.  The Columbia Middle School Strings ensemble 
performed during this event, and Acting New Jersey Commissioner of Education Lamont 
Repollet presented a resolution to the three sponsoring associations and welcomed the 
attendees.  Dr. Repollet also invited the Columbia student musicians to perform at the 
Department of Education in the future.  The Governor Livingston High School Jazz ensemble 
also performed at the Women in Leadership Conference, prior to the keynote address. 

 
• Last week, the Union County School Boards Association honored Governor Livingston 

student Tim Koubeck with its “Unsung Hero Award.” 
 

• The annual Berkeley Heights Education Foundation Basketball Game took place last week 
with our staff All-Stars on the court and the students from our elementary schools performing 
during breaks in the action. 

 
• “Read Across America” is being celebrated throughout the elementary schools with guest 

readers visiting classes to share their favorite books. 
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Superintendent’s Report (continued) 
 
• Victoria Vanriele of Governor Livingston High School has been chosen as The Star-

Ledger/New Jersey Advance Media 2017-18 Girls Indoor Track Athlete of the Year.  

Victoria’s 2017-18 indoor track season was filled with successes, from meet and venue 
records to defending her Meet of Champions title to earning All-American status. 

She snapped both the Central, Group 2 
sectional 800 meter meet record and the 
Bennett Indoor Complex venue record, 
both formerly held by Neptune High 
School alum and Olympian Ajee Wilson, 
at 2:10.27; then dropped the venue 
record further when she defended her 
800 meter Meet of Champions gold 
medal with a time of 2:08.81, also a meet 
record. 

Victoria, who also added All-American 
status to her resume this indoor season when she ran a personal-record 2:08.31, expanded her 
horizon in terms of events to try and to find that extra gear in the 800 meters.  She competed 
in two 600 meter races and one 1000 meter run in out-of-state competitions this year, helping 
her gauge where she was as a half-mile runner while experiencing the competition beyond 
the boundaries of New Jersey. 

While the individual accolades are more than welcome, Victoria has the Highlanders in mind 
when it comes to the upcoming Spring season and her remaining two scholastic years that 
follow.  Governor Livingston has not won a State Championship in program history and 
Victoria is set on changing that before her time at GLHS comes to a close. 

• A special program for parents, “Disconnected: How To Reconnect Our Digitally-Distracted 
Kids,” will be presented at Governor Livingston High School on March 22nd.  The presenter, 
Tom Kersting, will address topics such as:  
-Gaining control of your child’s media diet; 
-Learn why ADHD and anxiety disorders have skyrocketed;   
-Understand how social media impacts kids’ self-esteem;  
-Why EQ is crucial and how technology impacts it;  
-Reconnect with your child by disconnecting the devices;  
-Mindfulness and meditation to help reclaim your child’s brain;  
-Gamer addiction and what to do about it.  

• Mrs. Rattner also announced that if schools must be closed again this week due to the 
impending snowstorm, additional days would be taken from Spring Break next week and re-
scheduled as school days. 
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Superintendent’s Report (continued) 

 
Student-athletes and coaches from the 
Governor Livingston High School Girls 
Swimming Team (pictured at left), the 2018 
Central Jersey Group C Champions, were 
recognized and honored by the Board of 
Education.  2018 marks the second straight 
season that the Highlanders have captured the 
Sectional Championship. 
 

 
• Mr. Lawrence Seid, Assistant Principal of Governor Livingston High School, joined 

Berkeley Heights Police Chief John DiPasquale and Lieutenant Ernest Schmidt in presenting 
a report on School Safety and Security in the Berkeley Heights Public Schools.  Please click 
here for a summary of this presentation.   

 
• Mrs. Rattner and Mrs. Donna Felezzola, School Business Administrator, led a presentation 

about the proposed tentative 2018-2019 District Budget for the Berkeley Heights Public 
Schools.  To learn more about the tentative 2018-2019 budget, please click here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bhpsnj.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=4473&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=16949&PageID=1
https://www.bhpsnj.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=4473&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=16950&PageID=1
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Facilities Report 
 
• Mrs. Felezzola said that Berkeley Heights Public Schools officials are continuing to meet 

with Cenergistic, the company that is working with the district to develop an energy 
conservation plan.  Representatives of Cenergistic are reviewing district utility bills, which 
they will analyze and use to measure savings and identify trends.  Cenergistic staff members 
will be in-district later this week to visit the schools and mechanical rooms.  

 
• The district’s central maintenance staff and custodians dealt effectively with the recent heavy 

snowfall and power loss at the schools.  Over the course of the most recent storm, four 
schools lost power.  The generator worked effectively at Governor Livingston.  The only 
financial impact of the storm in the district was food spoilage in some of the cafeterias. 

 
• There were two resolutions on the meeting agenda, requesting approval for a shared service 

agreement for the delivery of natural gas and electricity.  The school district has been 
participating in these programs for the past 10 years and has realized savings from both 
agreements. 

 
• The Berkeley Heights schools received a total of 47 applications for subscription busing: 34 

for Columbia Middle School, 10 for Thomas P. Hughes School, two for William Woodruff 
School and one for Mountain Park School.  District officials will analyze where these 
students live in relation to bus routes and then develop a recommendation to be presented at 
the next Board of Education. 

 
The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 
 
• The adoption of the tentative 2018-2019 school district budget in the amount of $52,590,359; 

of which $43,053,625 would be raised by taxes. 
 
• The Memorandum of Understanding between the Berkeley Heights Board of Education and 

the Berkeley Heights Police Department, Memorializing Certain Revisions to the 2015 
Uniform State Memorandum of Agreement between Education and Law Enforcement 
Officials. 
 

• The Boy Scout Eagle Project of Samuel Lee, Berkeley Heights Troop 368, which entails 
organizing, scanning, and converting sheet music into a searchable on-line system at 
Governor Livingston High School. 
 

• The Resolution honoring the Governor Livingston High School Girls Swimming Team, the 
2018 Central Jersey Group C Champions. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 
• The change to the 2017-2018 Berkeley Heights School District calendar, establishing 

Monday, March 26, 2018, as a day on which all schools will be in session. 
 

• The approval of the Berkeley Heights Public Schools Bilingual/English as a Second 
Language Three-Year Program Plan for School Years 2017-2020 and the submission of the 
approved document to the New Jersey Department of Education. 
 

• The following revised and new District Policies after second reading: 
Lead Testing of Water in Schools 7425 (New) 
Bus Driver/Bus Aide Responsibility 8630 (Revised) 
 

• The appointment of Mrs. Susan Sample-Duffy as a Long-Term Substitute Teacher of English 
at Governor Livingston High School, effective April 6, 2018, through June 19, 2018. 
 

• The following Extra-Curricular activities, staff members and assignments for the 2017-2018 
school year: 
 
Governor Livingston High School 
Activity/Position     Instructor/Supervisor 
Volunteer Assistant Baseball Coach  Robert Abreu 
Volunteer Assistant Track Coach   Zakaria Rochdi 
 

• The rescission of the appointment of Mr. Steven Lesnewich as Assistant Softball Coach at 
Governor Livingston High School for the Spring 2018 season. 

 
• The request of Mrs. Kathryn Connolly, Teacher of Music at Governor Livingston High 

School, for a maternity and child care leave of absence from May 8, 2018, through January 
31, 2019. 

 
• The request of Mrs. Erika Barton, Grade 3 Teacher at Thomas P. Hughes School, for a 

maternity leave of absence from May 19, 2018, through June 19, 2018. 
 
• The retirement of Mrs. Sherry Butler from her position as Grade 4 Teacher at Mountain Park 

School, effective July 1, 2018. 
 
• The retirement of Mrs. Joyce Scherer from her position as Grade 2 Teacher at Mountain Park 

School, effective July 1, 2018. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 
• The appointment of Mrs. Ashlee Combe and Mr. Vincent Gulbin as Lunchroom Supervisors 

at Columbia Middle School for the second semester of the 2017-2018 school year. 
 
• For the Berkeley Heights Public Schools to participate in the Alliance for Competitive 

Energy Services (ACES) Bid Cooperative Pricing System for both electrical and natural gas 
services through May 2023. 

 
The Board of Education will conduct a Regular Meeting on Thursday, April 5, 2018, at 7:00 
p.m. at Columbia Middle School. 
 
 
 
 
 


